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Fingerprint examiners are frequently called upon to 
testify in court regarding their techniques, observations, 
and conclusions. In order to be accepted as an expert 
witness, the fingerprint examiner must display a current 
and in-depth knowledge of the science. Although finger-
print testimony was accepted with few judicial challeng-
es for over one hundred years, challenges to fingerprint 
science as a method of human identification are becom-
ing more common.  These challenges are usually brought 
forth in what are called Frye or Daubert hearings.  The 
use of these hearings was the result of several judicial 
decisions in the late 20th Century.

The goal of this course is to provide the students with 
the knowledge, confidence and practical experience 
necessary to survive qualifying questioning (voir dire), 
direct, and cross-examination. Students will learn how 
to take control of their testimony by preparing them-
selves and the concerned attorney(s) for the voir dire as 
well as direct examination.   

The course will cover techniques the witness can em-
ploy to effectively explain fingerprint science and its ap-

plication to the judge and jury.
In order to maximize the students’ opportunity to 

succeed, this course includes a review of the Frye de-
cision and the Daubert trilogy, as well as several chal-
lenges to the admission of fingerprint evidence in court  
cases, including US v Mitchell (1999).

 Due to the extensive amount of hands-on training in 
this course, enrollment is restricted to 16 participants.
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HILLARY DALUZ
Hillary Moses Daluz is the author of Fundamentals of Finger-
print Analysis and the Fingerprint Analysis Laboratory Work-
book (CRC Press, 2014). She earned her Bachelors of Science 
degree in Genetics and a Masters of Science in Forensic Sci-
ence from the University of California, Davis. In 2009 she de-
ployed to the Joint Expeditionary Forensic Facility at Camp 
Victory in Baghdad, Iraq as a Latent Print Examiner.

After returning stateside, Daluz became a member of the fac-
ulty in the Forensic Sciences program at Chaminade Univer-
sity of Honolulu, teaching at the undergraduate and graduate 
collegiate level. Most recently a Senior Latent Print Techni-
cian with American Systems, Daluz has worked in a variety 
of forensics positions including Police Identification Special-
ist with the City of Hayward Police Department in California 
and Forensic Specialist with Forensic Identification Services.

Daluz is a member of the International Association for Identi-
fication and the California State Division of the International 
Association for Identification, serving as the chairperson for 
the science and practices committee from 2009 to 2012.
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