State-of-the-Art Training for the Modern Forensic Professional

8770 Trade St., Leland, NC 28451
910.457.6600 x1025 | Cell: 954.806.2123 | tritechtraining.com | phil@tritechusa.com

To register, visit
tritechtraining.com
or contact our
Training Director
Phil Sanfilippo at
800.438.7884 ext.
1025 or by email at
phil@tritechusa.com.

Courses are presented
in partnership with
the International
Association for
Identification.

ADA / Special
Accomodations

To ensure we can
accommodate persons
with special needs
who wish to attend
our courses, please
be sure to identify
the accommodation
needed when
you register, or if
applicable, at the time
you register by phone.

Host a course
By hosting one of our

courses, you will be
providing your agency’s
personnel and the
forensic professionals
in your area with a
high-quality training
opportunity, right in
your local area. This
means less cost to
you or your agency
for expenses such as
travel, lodging, and
meals, and less time
away from home and
family. Plus, hosts
can qualify for tuition
savings. For more
information, visit
tritechtraining.com.

Forensic Taphonomy

Instructors:
Melissa Torpey, MS, & Mel Bishop, MSC
June 24 - 26, 2020 | 8 am - 5 pm
Tuition: $649
Course Location:
Jupiter Police Department
210 Military Trail | Jupiter, FL 33458

Lodging Information:
Courtyard by Marriott
4800 Main Street | Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 776-2700
Room Rate: $118 plus tax
Booking Info: Call the hotel directly or use the booking link on the course page at www.tritechtraining.com
TFT-20-FT-049
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ABOUT TRITECH
A leader in the
forensics market,
Tri-Tech Forensics
provides evidence
collection and crime
scene investigation
products and
training to crime
labs and crime
scene investigators
throughout the world.
With over 30 years
of experience, we
are the nation’s most
proficient developer
and manufacturer
of forensic kits.
We are committed
to providing our
customers with stateof-the-art forensics
products and
services at affordable
prices. It is our goal,
through our research
and development
program, to continue
to develop superior
products and training
to aid in all aspects
of crime scene
investigation and
crime lab analysis. We
know how important
our products and
training are to the
forensics community,
from investigation
to prosecution, Our
mission is the same
as our customers
– Identify. Protect.
Preserve.

8770 Trade St., Leland, NC 28451
910.457.6600 x1025 | Cell: 954.806.2123 | tritechtraining.com | phil@tritechusa.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Forensic Taphonomy
The Forensic Taphonomy Course provides students with an in-depth, hands-on workshop that focuses on the
field investigative techniques of collecting, processing, and analyzing taphonomic evidence for the purposes of
estimating time since death, interpreting the circumstances surrounding death, and the location of scattered or
buried human remains. Emphasis is placed on collecting, preserving, and interpreting insect evidence, plant and
soil evidence, and the search and recovery of human skeletal remains.
Students learn how to manage an outdoor crime scene, properly collect and preserve insect evidence, document
and collect any associated physical evidence, strategically search for buried bodies, and properly exhume human
skeletal remains.
This course is taught by both a forensic anthropologist and a forensic entomologist. It also involves hands-on
group activities, mock outdoor death scenes, and mock burials.
Upon successful completion of this course, students will demonstrate the ability to survey and process an outdoor
death scene, identify taphonomic evidence of forensic importance, search and recover insect and human skeletal
evidence, as well as display the ability to work as a team and properly collect and package evidence to be analyzed
by a forensic entomologist or forensic anthropologist.

COURSE INSTRUCTORS

MELISSA TORPEY, MS
Melissa Torpey has worked as a forensic anthropologist in the field for over 12 years
and received her M.S. in Forensic Science from Michigan State University and B.A. in
Anthropology from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. For several years, she
served as a subject matter expert for the Counterterrorism and Forensic Science Research
Unit at the FBI Laboratory. Her research and casework experience has included vertebral
aging, unidentified and missing persons cases, facial imaging, facial reconstruction, search
and recovery of scattered and buried bodies, and time since death.
Melissa currently teaches for the Anthropology department and for the Forensic Science:
Crime Scene Investigation Certificate program at the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington. She is also an adjunct instructor for the University of Maryland University
College. Melissa is a member of the North Carolina division of the International Association
of Identification and actively consults with law enforcement in and around North Carolina.

MEL BISHOP, MSC
Mel Bishop graduated from the 49th session of the Virginia Forensic Science Academy
in Richmond, Virginia, receiving a diploma in crime scene technology. He received his
Master’s degree from the University of Nebraska/Lincoln in the field of Entomology.
He was a master police officer, detective, and forensic technician with the
Charlottesville, Virginia, police department. After retiring from this department,
he continued his career in law enforcement by becoming a death investigator for
the medical examiner’s office in Daytona Beach, Florida; a sheriffs deputy/forensic
technician with the Marion County Sheriffs Office in Ocala, Florida; a magistrate for
the Commonwealth of Virginia; and a fire investigator/assistant Fire Marshall with
Albemarle Fire and Rescue in Charlottesville, Virginia. He officially retired in 2015
after thirty years of experience in law enforcement and death investigations.
Mel has lectured at several Universities and Colleges in the field of entomology and
blood spatter. Additionally, he has been involved in nearly 100 death investigations
involving insect evidence. He currently consults and instructs police agencies in the
field of forensic entomology and collection procedures.

